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Our Agriculture
Incentive grant was
saved!
Congratulations to
all of those who
worked hard to
bring the importance
of this funding to
Governor Brown’s
Attention.
Thank you for your
support for the
future of agriculture!

Atwater FFA

Gustine FFA

In this Issue!
 Upcoming
events
 In the
community

Los Banos FFA
Just a few of our area FFA
programs!
Photos gathered from Facebook.

 T h a n k yo u
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Upcoming events!

Upcoming events!

Merced Chapter Save the Date Events:
CWA STATE MEETINGS & EVENTS:
Save the Date for our next
Chapter Meeting
September 16, 2014 @ Noon
Branding Iron Restaurant
640 W 16th St, Merced, RSVP with our President
Christina Beckstead, at ChristinaVieira@rocketmail.com
October 7th- Donor Dinner,
Details included in Newsletter
October 9th, MCFB Farm2U Event –Details included in
Newsletter
STATE CWA:
September 6-7, 2014Statewide Meeting and Ag One BBQ
Registration included in newsletter

Contact your officers:
President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
3rd Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Christina Vieira: ChristinaVieira@rocketmail.com
Ashley Bandoni: Ashley.Bandoni@gmail.com
Stefani Dias: StefaniDias7@rocketmail.com
April Fanning: Fanning.April@yahoo.com
Charisse Frago: CTFrago@hotmail.com
Maria Azevedo: margaze@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Editor: Maria G. Azevedo, margaze@sbcglobal.net
Please send any ag news, member information , etc. to be placed in the newsletter by the 20th of every month.

2

May thru August 2014 Newsletter
We are asking our members to write to our Board of Supervisors concerning the water situation and events occurring
within our county.
Submitted by Amanda Carvajal, Executive Director, Merced County Farm Bureau
We are asking all farmers, ranchers and dairies in Merced County to contact the Merced County Board of Supervisors
(BOS) to urge them to pursue some form of an emergency groundwater exporting ordinance. This discussion was initiated back in June 2014 when news broke of a private landowner looking to sell groundwater to a water district on the
Westside that covers the Merced, Stanislaus and San Joaquin Counties. The BOS efforts by the local Water Committee
which was established after the revelation of the groundwater sale has continued to engage several key stakeholders
within the county’s boundary. Since then, the BOS has also guided staff to pursue the necessary background data to
backup an emergency ordinance as well as the language that gives the Supervisors the legal stronghold for groundwater
oversight. Now that the county believes it has adequate data to justify moving forward with a form of emergency action,
constituents of the county need to urgently engage our elected officials on this short-term fix as we are over two months
past the initial discussion. As Merced County is the only in the region without a groundwater exporting ordinance there
are several landowners presently exploring the possibility of exporting more groundwater.
We believe it is time to immediately engage our elected officials on this issue. Please contact your local Supervisors today and/or attend the Tuesday, August 26 (10AM) Board meeting (2222 M Street) to have your voice and concerns
heard.
Supervisors Contact
Supervisor John Pedrozo – jpedrozo@co.merced.ca.us
Supervisor Hub Walsh – Hwalsh@co.merced.ca.us
Supervisor Linn Davis – ldavis@co.merced.ca.us
Supervisor Deidre Kelsey – dkelsey@co.merced.ca.us
Supervisor Jerry O’Banion – jobanion@co.merced.ca.us
BOS Main office - (209) 385-7366, BOS Fax - (209) 726-7977
Talking Points


Merced County is the only county in the region without an exporting ordinance or conditional use permit (CUP)
public process for exporting of groundwater.



The lack of oversight has allowed our groundwater overdraft situation to be exploited during one of the worst water
years on record and now others landowners are attempting to follow suit.



As communities and counties we have the right to protect our groundwater resources and the Board of Supervisors
does have that authority to dictate these standards.



Neighboring counties have negotiated a variety of plans that will work so water districts can continue to do business
in those conjunctive use districts.



Landowners have a right to their groundwater for beneficial uses on their property; however when that use begins to
impact neighboring parcels case law has proven that neighbors can challenge their uses (exploitation) and groundwater can/will be adjudicated.



Although the county is concerned about potential litigation, they need to look out for the best interest of the community first and act much quicker in their efforts. Time is of the essence.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Long-Term Plan


Establish a two year groundwater exporting ordinance which will expire at the end of the tenure. During that timeframe the local stakeholders will continue to expand on the process currently established by the east and west side’s
respective Integrated Water Management Programs which will provide the groundwork for a long-term sustainable
groundwater management plan which is currently mandated in pending California legislation (SB1168 & AB1739).

Join our CWA President Christina Beckstead at the next Board of Supervisors Meeting held August 26th at 10
a.m. in the County Administration Building located at 2222 M Street, Merced to provide your testimony concerning the water issues concerning our county, region, and state.
California Women for Agriculture Water Policy is listed below.
California Women for Agriculture recognizes that water is a major resource with values stemming from its
quality, quantity, reliability, and affordability. It must be developed and protected in order to ensure the continuity of economic production of foods and fiber in the State of California. Because of the complexity of the
subject, we recommend:
1. Development of water policy and resources must consider the needs of the state as a whole and its regional components recognizing the sustainable and economic values for agriculture, urban, industrial,
and environmental diversity.
2. Protection of existing water supplies, while supporting surface storage and conjunctive use to provide
reliable water for current and future needs.
3. Protection of existing surface and groundwater rights and reducing the redirection of current water
sources is paramount to the preservation of agriculture and communities.
4. Development of public education programs about farm water needs and efficient use, as well as, its
benefits to all.
5. Development and implementation of local groundwater management, water quality, and conservation
strategies.
6. Any development, which creates a new water demand, be required to show development of
an equivalent reliable water supply.
7. The CAL-FED process must balance restoration efforts with a plan to improve water supply and water
quality.
8. Irrigation water costs associated with more rigorous drinking water standards should be minimized for
production agriculture
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Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo
California Women for Agriculture Merced Chapter Water Task Force Director
Merced County is uniquely situated to lead our state and nation in creating an example in 21st Century land use planning, managing our natural resources and increasing water storage for the generations to come. Eastside, Westside and
the center of our County are rich in examples of what has been done right and what could be improved. We have the
ability to sustain our important agricultural community, historical wetlands and urban and rural residents if we make the
necessary commitments today.
Our water storage at Lake McClure provides power and water for our rich soils and local conserved wetlands, the San
Joaquin River, and Delta. The Merced River, originating in Yosemite National Park, flows in and out of McClure and is the
only river with water storage and the ability to expand that does not have any current urban water supply commitments.
Merced Irrigation District and partners in the Merced Area Groundwater Pool Interests are involved in the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan process for better management of our surface and groundwater resources.
UC Merced’s Sierra Nevada Research Institute is doing important research on the snow pack, our lifeblood for our gravity
flow irrigation system for the eastern edge of Merced County. The Natural Resource Department at UC Merced is doing
critical research measuring water moisture in our soils, creating clean energy alternatives, and designing innovative technology that will be incredibly important for agriculture and our Valley communities in meeting the ever evolving regulations for air and water.
The San Joaquin River flows through the heart of Merced County and is home to the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors. Central California Irrigation District, San Luis Canal Company, Columbia Canal Company, and Firebaugh Water
Canal District hold historical water rights along the San Joaquin River. The San Joaquin River restoration effort has been
going on for more than a decade and was the impetus for the creation of the San Joaquin River Resource Management
Coalition. Land owners, governmental agencies and environmental groups have been working together to reach mutual
economical and environmental goals.
The San Luis Reservoir is a storage facility for water from the north flowing through the Delta which nourishes communities and crop lands ending up in southern California water systems. Our Reservoir is also a recreational and educational
opportunity for all of California. It is extremely low and 0% delivery is a reality for state and federal water users on the
Westside.
Merced County is home to thousands of agricultural, grazing and wetlands easements. Along the San Joaquin River local
land owners have worked for generations to preserve wetlands and farmland with federal, state and local agencies. Wetland preserves, private duck clubs and fowl friendly crops grown on land permanently conserved with conservation easements create an environmental network for the Grasslands and Pacific Flyway. Thousands of acres of grazing land on the
eastern and western edges are preserved in perpetuity for their vernal pools and endangered species, including acreage
surrounding UC Merced.
WE ARE A LIVING LABORATORY!
California and our nation will benefit from a process that will allow Merced County, the cities and rural communities to
keep our water in our County for our residents, endangered species and our billion dollar agricultural diversity.
How? It matters where we plant people and where we plant our crops. Local land use officials must conserve and protect
critical farmland for food, fiber and environmental purposes by applying smart growth principles and conservation; by
protecting our land as a non-renewable resource and focusing on this priority not just on paper; encouraging the development and expansion of water conservation and energy efficient technology utilization within the cities and on the
farm; and continuing the ongoing commitments and existing studies and outreach efforts from our local irrigation districts, government agencies and research institutes can make it happen. Merced County can be a leader well into the 21st
Century.
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About the Drought:
For many parts of California, 2013 came to a close as the driest year on record. With below-average rainfall in 2014,
that trend is continuing. Surface water is rapidly depleting and groundwater is being pulled from the ground
faster than it’s recharging. These abnormally dry conditions led Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr. to declare a state of
emergency Jan. 17 and prompted a visit from President Barack Obama in February. Farmers are already feeling the
impacts of the drought. Many are taking significant steps to further conserve what little water they have. Merced
County has also taken steps to reduce water use. Now, the County is asking members of the public to do their part
to practice water conservation and make this behavior a part of their daily lives. Included on this page are several
tips and links regarding the impacts of the drought and how to use water efficiently. These combined efforts between the County and its residents will be critical as we continue to adjust and manage our way through the current drought conditions. Merced County appreciates your commitment to helping conserve water.
What Merced County is doing and how you can help:
With a severe lack of rainfall this season and worsening drought conditions, Merced County is taking significant
steps to curtail water use and encourages the public to do the same. As our most precious resource, Californians
cannot afford to take water for granted. There are solutions being worked on at the State and local levels to improve conservation while being cognizant of the need for adequate water access for agriculture and other essential
purposes. As those plans are being considered, Merced County is implementing strategies and procedures of its
own that will help to save water immediately. Efforts are underway by the County to better conserve and manage
water through both innovative measures as well as program adjustments. Irrigation at County parks will be reduced, but trees will be monitored and receive more water if they show signs of stress. Measures will also be considered at Castle Commerce Center and other County facilities to reduce watering needs by installing more native
plants and groundcover. Even during normal years, it’s sometimes difficult for water supply to keep up with demand. Residents can conserve a significant amount of water every day by:








Running washing machines and dishwashers only when full
Installing aerators on faucets and using low-flow shower heads to cut down on excess water flow
Checking toilets, faucets and valves for any leaks
Turning sprinklers off in the winter. Moderately water in the warm months at night
Shutting off water while brushing teeth or shaving
Taking shorter showers and avoid baths, which can use up to 70 gallons of water

Documents:
2014 USDA Designations and SBA EIDL Declarations Drought List-Summary
Livestock Forage Disaster Program, 2014 Farm Bill Fact Sheet
NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection Program
Useful Links:
Visualization: How the Drought is Shrinking California’s Reservoirs: http://blogs.kqed.org/lowdown/2014/03/18/into-the-drought
-californias-shrinking-reservoirs/
How to be water-efficient: http://saveourh2o.org/
Current drought conditions: http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/
Drought resources: http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/drought/
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services: http://www.calema.ca.gov/NewsandMedia/Pages/Current%20News%20and%20Events/
Drought.aspx
Merced County Cooperative Extension: http://cemerced.ucanr.edu/

Contact : For more information about Merced County conservation efforts, please contact Management Analyst
Mike North at (209) 726-2744 or at mnorth@co.merced.ca.us.
Information written and provided from Merced County website. www.co.merced.ca.us.
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WeLCOME NEW
MEMBERS TO
C wA :

In our community
Congratulations to Atwater FFA for winning the
outstanding California High School Agriculture
Program for 2014. MUHSD’s Scott Scambray, Darren
Sylvia, Alan Peterson, Shelby West, Natalie Borba,
Beth Williams, Ida Johnson, Jackie Ioimo, Dan Flatt,
Dave Honey and Dave Gossman celebrate the 2014
Outstanding California High School Agriculture
Program award that was presented in San Luis
Obispo. Photo Credit from Atwater FFA Facebook
page.

Ancelle Contreras, Atwater
Colleen Lopes, Los Banos
Diana Alexander, Merced

CWA would like to provide volunteers
for the FARM2U event on October 9th
held at the Merced County Fairgrounds. Merced County Farm Bureau
has asked for our help. We are looking
for 10 or more volunteers to assist
with:

Drea Riccardi, Merced
Julie Rossow, Merced
Karyn Johnson, Merced

The Volunteer Room (assist with beverages and food for
volunteers)

Kristy Borba, Merced

Class Leaders (lead the children from
exhibit to exhibit)

Lindsi Cosyns, Merced

We can assign shifts, if you cannot
commit to the entire day.

Lisa Wegley, Merced

If you are able to volunteer, please
contact

Marianne Amarant, Atwater

Maria Azevedo at

Mary Ann McKissack,
Merced

209-613-9706 or email margaze
@sbcglobal.net


Congratulations to our local FFA Chapters' Judging teams on winning state championships!
Gustine FFA - Dairy Cattle
Atwater FFA - Ag Mechanics, Milk Quality and Dairy Foods, and Agronomy!



Congratulations to Barbara Matheron on receiving the Western Fairs Association Blue
Ribbon Awards. These awards are presented by fairs in an effort to recognize and
honor those individuals or groups who have provided outstanding support to the fair
industry. Barbara has dedicated countless hours through her children’s participation in
4-H and FFA and appointment to serve on the Merced County Fair 35th District Agricultural’s Association’s Board. Matheron is being recognized for her service and dedication to the fair according to CEO Tom Musser.

Megan Velting, Merced
Peggy Biddison, Merced
Samone Shafer, Merced
Stacy Jackson, Merced

Thank you to the Merced County Farm Bureau for holding
their annual Teacher Appreciation event. “...created to link
Merced County teachers, local ag related businesses, and organizations together by providing teachers with multiple contacts and
resources to incorporate in their curriculum.” Quote and photo
from MCFB website. Our members Gina Leonardo and Maria
Azevedo represented CWA. We provided materials to teachers, shared with them
other resources to bring agriculture into their classroom, and offered a scholarship for
any teacher interested in attending the Ag In the Classroom Conference held each year.
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Donor Dinner
You are cordially invited to attend our Donor Dinner. It is
an opportunity for our CWA members to thank our Donors
for the support they provide all year long. Their continued
investment allows CWA to promote a strong Merced County
and California agriculture industry.
We will also honor an individual who works to promote
agriculture by improving the images of farmers and ring the
bell for our industry. Join us to find out who the bell ringer
will be. Bring your family for an outstanding fall evening,
with good food, fun, pumpkins, and a corn maze.
The Donor dinner will be held:
October 7th at the Bear Creek Pumpkin Patch
(Entrance is located at Baxter Road and Plainsburg Rd)
Social Begins at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner Begins at 6:00 p.m.
RSVP to April Fanning at fanning.april@yahoo.com.

Our Condolences to the Clendenin Family on the loss of
William Clendenin.
Our condolences to the Marchini and Tesone Family on the loss
of
Margaret Tesone.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during
this difficult time.
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Our Luncheon is a large event, with so much to
say about our volunteers, vendors, donors, and
salad makers.

We want to thank our donors who helped
make our event successful.
CWA Luncheon 2014 Donors:

Our volunteers help us create a successful event
each year. Our Chair, Ashley Bandoni, 1st Vice
President would like to thank the following
people for helping and planning our luncheon:

American AgCredit
California Dairies, INC.
Delicato Family Vineyards

April Fanning

E & J Gallo Winery

Charisse Frago

Hilmar Cheese Company

Christina Vieira Beckstead

Joseph Gallo Farms

Cortney Regalo

McManis Family Vineyards

Diana Pedrozo
Dori Silva
Erma Ornelas
Joni Winburn
Karen Bandoni
Katie Favier
Lindsey Nunes
Liz Johnston
Loretta Symes
Lucia Farao
Maria Azevedo

Organic Valley
Quady Winery
Rabo Bank
The Vista Ranch & Cellars
Yosemite Farm Credit
Salads:
510 Bistro
Bella Luna
Branding Iron
CWA Members

Marie Meredith

DiCicco’s

Mary Ellen Riggs

Florencio’s

Michelle Symes Thiara

Joe On The Go

Stefani Dias

Pinocchio’s

Sue Hoogendam

Thai Cuisine II

Susan Mahacek

Toni’s Courtyard Cafe
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CWA Donor Members!

B & B Burroughs Ranches
LP
Brent & Marilynne Isenberg
$200.
Bob & Carol Alvernaz $250.
Central CA Tomato Growers

Henry & Vivian Soares

Michael Tanner $250.

Hoogendam Dairy

Michele & Frank Fagundes

Howard & Julia Larson

Pat & Lisa Cardella Presto

Howard & Julia Larson

Pedretti Ranches

Jack & Barbara Schnoor

Rabobank $250.

Chris Morgner, Agri-Valley
Consulting

Joe & Julie Marchini

Raggio Cattle

John & Eleanor Lema

Dario & Jo Giampaoli $250.

Johnson Ranch, Le Grand

Regert Gallery/Z Garden
Party

Dave & Brenda Herrington

Jon & Deidre Kelsey

David & Laurie Robinson

Kathy Shedd -

David Farmer Ranches

Kathy’s Alterations

Dee Heller

Les & Liz McCabe $150.

Dhillon & Charisse Frago

Lindsi Cosyns

Diane Norton Insurance

Litton & Kathleen Wollen

Don Schnoor Farms

Louie & Mario Bandoni Farms

Ed & Nancy Silva $250.

Marilyn M. Reese

Ellie Kelsey Souders

Mark & Marsha Seivert

Environmental Spraying
Service
Eric & Sue Conley

Marty & Carolyn DeJager,
M&C Farms

Fagundes Dairy

Michael & Pam Duarte

Richard & Susan Mahacek
Rick & Mary Furey
Rogina Inc.
Santa Fe Pet Hosp./Silver Bell
Barn
Scott & Denise Skidmore
Serrano Farms
Shannon Pump Co. $300
Sonny & Edyne Hultgren
Supervisor Jerry O’Banion
Travel by Barbara
(Don & Barbara Williams)
Vern & Mary Wickstrom

Favier Farms

Vikki Davis

Fern Farmer

W.P. Roduner Cattle &
Farming

Galen & Melba Miyamoto
$500

Walt & Carolyn Weimer

Gary & Debbie Cabral

Wickstrom Jersey Farms

Helen, Mike & Marianne
Amarant

Newest Donor
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If you eat food and
wear clothes you're
involved in
agriculture!

Do you have news to share
about our members?
Please send your news to
our
Correspondence
Secretary,
Marie Meredith
at
mariemeredith@reagan.com

