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The opportunity continues for us as residents within M
county to offer input and support as we work to develc
ter task force or agency to deal with our water issues a
policies to manage our groundwater. Governor Brown
into law legislation giving our local agencies the author
manage groundwater and giving California authority tc
and stabilize our water situation. Now is the time to g
work because the development of these policies and
will be done with or without us.

A Water Bond will be on our November Ballot. The
funding for the bond will provide clean water for dis-

— advantaged communities, plan for the Next

- Generation Water Infrastructure, protect our water,
and so much mor e. We ar
we fight environmentalists, debate the give and protect
our property rights concerning water, clean up and
protect our water supply and plan for the future. Take
a moment, investigate, and decide who you need to speak with to share your suj
and viewpoint concerning water. Let your vote be your voice this November elec

Prior to signing of the bill by Governor Brown, our chapter President visited the
Board of Supervisors during their August 26th meeting. President Christina Bec}
joined Merced County Farm Bureau Executive Director, Amanda Carvajal, and o
concerned individuals to give public comment about our current water situation.

In this newsletter, we are sharing what Christina presented to the Board. See pa
for more information. ~ Respectfully, Maria Azevedo, Newsletter Editor
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Upcoming events!

Merced Chapter Save the Date Events:

CWA STATE MEETINGS & EVENTS:
Meeting October 7th, Donor Dinrizegtails included in Newsletter

October 9th, MCFB Farm 2 U Betails included in Newsletter

Chapter Meeting on October 21, 2014, 6 p. m. @

Atwater Dinner and beverages pravi@iger person.

Statewide Meeting held on November 8th and 9th, in G&pailsiizside Newsletter

Join us on October 21st at our chapter meeting to vote for our 2015 Merced Chap-

ter Officers. I f you are interes

ed i

list, you may be nominated during our next meeting and we will hold electipns.

On our 2015 Officer Slate:
President: Ashley Bandoni
1st Vice President: Stefani Dias
2nd Vice President: Ellie Kelsey
3rd Vice President: Ancelle Contreras
Secretary: Francesca Marchini
Treasurer: Charisse Frago
Immediate Past President: Christina Vieira Beckstead
Respectfully Submitted by Nominating Committee Chair,
Maria Azevedo, Past President

Contact your officers:

President: Christina Vieira: ChristinaVieira@rocketmai
1stVice PresidentAshley Bandoni: Ashley.Bandoni@gmail.co
2nd Vice Presiderbtefani Dias: StefaniDias7 @rocketmail.con
3rd Vice PresidenApril Fanning: Fanning.April@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Charisse Frago: CTFrago@hotmail.com
Secretary: Maria Azevedo: margaze@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Editor: Maria G. Azevedo, margaze @sbcglobal.ng
Please send any ag news, member information , etc. to be pl
newsletter by the 20th of every month.
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August 26, 2014

Merced County California Women for Agriculture
PO Box 2508
Merced, CA 95344

Merced County Board of Supervisors
2222 M Street
Merced, CA 95340

RE: Ground Water Exportation Moratorium

Merced County Board of Supervisors,

Groundwater is an important part of the water cycle. It comes from rain, snow, sleet and hail that
soak into the ground. All of which has been very minimal for several years. Because of this, Merced
County Farmers are fighting for their existence. Surface water allocation is slim, and wells are dry-
ing up. Water has become a scarce resource, subject to numerous and competinggddemands
including increasing demands for environmental «&kesf which affects agriculture, and the liveli-

hood of Merced County. Groundwater is an essential resource for our cities, unincorporated commu-
nities and continued agricultural production within the county which produces field, nut, fruit, vege-
table, and seed crops, poultry and livestock and products which significantly contribute to the gross
value of the total agricultural production of the county.

According to our policy, California Women for Agriculture recognizes that water is a major resource with val-
ues stemmindrom its quality, quantity, reliability, and affordability. It must be developed and protected in
order toensure the continuity of economic production of foods and fiber in Merced County.

We understand that landowners have a right to their groundwater for beneficial uses on their property, but
when that use begins to impact neighboring parcels, it is our understanding that case law has proven that
neighbors can challenge the uses (exploitation) and groundwater can/will be adjudicated. A Ground Water
Moratorium is preactive and a good first step by the Board of Supervisors. CWA supports the protection of
existing water supplies, while supporting surface storage and conjunctiveprsgitie reliable water for cur-
rent and future need®rotection of existing surface and groundwater rights and reducing the redirection of
currentwater sources is paramount to the preservation of agriculture and communities.

Merced County is uniquely situated to lead our state and nation in creating an example in how we can come
into the 2% Century in regards to land use planning, managing our natural resources and increasing water
storage for the generations to come. Eastside, Westside and the center of our County are rich in examples of
what has been done right and what could be improved.

California and our nation will benefit from a process that will allow Merced County, the cities and rural com-
munities to keep our water in the County for residents, endangered species and outhdeeistion dollar
agricultural economy. CWA encourages the development and implementation of local groundwater manage-
ment, water quality, ancbnservation strategies.

Local land use officials musbnserve and protect critical farmland for food, fiber, and environmental pur-
poses byapplying smart growth principlesnd conservatiory protecting our land as n@enewable resource

and focusing on this priority not just on papemgouraging the development and expansion of water conserva-
tion and energy efficient technology utilizatiaithin the cities and on the farm; and continuing the ongoing
commitments and existing studies and outreach efforts from our local irrigation districts, government agencies
and research institutes.

Merced County is one of three counties that has yet to implement a ground water ordinance, prohibiting or
(Continued on gage
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Donor Dinner

(Continued from3)age

limiting the export of ground water to other areas. CWA supports the development of water policy and resources
must consider the needs of the regional components recognizing the sustainable and economic values for agriculture
urban,industrial, and environmental diversity.

Because of this we are joining with the Merced County Farm Bureau and asking that the Board of Supervisors estab-
lish a tweyear groundwater exporting ordinance which will expire at the end of the tenure. During that timeframe the

|l ocal stakehol ders wild|l continue to expand on the pr
Integrated Water Management Programs which will provide the groundwork for-gelongustainable groundwater
management plan which is currently mandated in pending California legislation.

As communities and counties we have the right to protect our groundwater resources and the Board of Supervisors
does have that authority to dictate these standards. Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely Christina Becksteadvlerced County CWA President
www.mercedcwa.com
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State CWA Land Use Report
September 2014

Our State has been focused on addressing the current disastrous drought that has devastated the San Joaquin Valle
| start this report with water because we cannot separate the water from the land without consequences.

Without water Fresno County for the first time since | can remember is not the #1 Ag producing County in Califor-
nia. | am sure the tens of thousands of acres not in production has had an impact for Fresno County and will impact
the 2014 numbers as well. Without 500,000+ acres not in production there will be an impact on our area, land own-
ers, workers, support businesses and our State.

In Stanislaus County the planting of thousands of acres of orchards in the eastern hills of the County without sur-
face water for irrigation is being blamed for wells going dry in the region. In fact wells are going dry throughout
our state.

In San Luis Obispo County the planting of acres and acres of vineyards and the development of wineries has causec
the area to clash in regards to land use and water requirements to nurture the vines that are in integral part of the
local agricultural and tourism economy.

In Merced County the Board of Supervisors is finally looking at an ordinance to regulate the selling of ground water
after a former Planning Commissioner made a deal with the Del Puerto Water District(\Westside irrigation district
relying on Federal water availability) to sell underground water that will be mined from our aquifer. He and his
partner could be making millions in the coming year(s). It is all perfectly legitimate in the current situation, but
should it be?

Land use decisions impact water use. Lack of water affects land use decisions.

| have personally been involved with many planning processes here in Merced County and San Joaquin Valley.
General Plans, development projects, and the San Joaquin Valley Partnership Blueprint Process they all have re-
quirements for land use, transportation, water, and environmental plans with policies and procedures agreed upon.
The problem is there is nothing that really makes the land use entities actually make decisions that are good for the
tax payers instead of the developers that usually are promoting the development process.

As a State we need to decide where we are planting people and where we will plant our food. Have we really as-
sessed our situation? We are barely just starting to address the drought in crisis. The statewide impact of the lack of
investment in our infrastructure systems that deliver water to our communities, food production and environmental
requirements is monumental and will continue to have land use consequences for generations to come.

The following was an opinion piece submitted by Assemblyman Adam Gray representing the 21st Assembly Dis-
trict which includes all of Merced County and portions of Stanislaus County.

History Points to a Solution for our Big Water Problem

During the first half of the twentieth century, oxdrafting of San Joaquin Valley groundwater presented farmers
and policymakers with a major dilemma. Parts of the Valley were dropping and seawater intrusion inRieétdBay
was threatening to contaminate drinking water supplies. Over sixty years later, the papers are filled with nearly
identical headlinesHow did Californians overcome this tremendous obstacle in the péstBuilt the Central

Valley Project.

As most farmers will tell you, having adequate and reliable surface water is preferable to groundwater and that
groundwater is what you use TNWéECentraltValleyPmject psovidied farmenso u g h
access to clean surface water, and as a result, groundwater pumping decreased and underground aquifers recharge

(Continued on ppge
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9:00 PM  Depart for Best Western Carpinteria Inn “Orchid grower, shipper & hybridizer. Serving retail,
wholesale and mass market customers...”

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9*

AGENDA TOURS
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8 Chocolats du CaliBresson
9:00 AM  Bus Departs from Best Western Carpinteria Inn “Those of you already familiar with “Le CaliBressan”
from France can now enjoy Jean-Michel’s delicious
9:15 AM Tours: artisan chocolates created fresh right here in the
Chocolats du CaliBesson United States...”
w Crazy Good Breads Co.
Rori’s Artisanal Creamery Crazy Good Bread Company
Z Ever-Bloom Nursery - Gerbera Grower “We take our time to bake each specialty, artisan loaf
[ < Westland Orchids & Produce of Crazy Good Bread with deliciousness so stunning,
P‘ &) your mouth has to slow down and savor...”
m < 12:30 PM Box Lunch at Westland Orchids & Produce
m = Rori’s Artisanal Creamery
L 1:00 PM Board Bus To Continue Tours: “We create organic ice creams that not only take you
2 S Gallup & Stribling Orchids to a new planet, customers even credit it for making
[a¥ Santa Barbara Exotics them want to be better humans!...”
m :e Carpinteria High School
Q © FFA Farm & Ag Mechanics Barn Ever-Bloom Nursery
: “The Gerbera Growing and Packing Specialists: 250+
E S 3:30 PM Bus Returns To Best Western Carpinteria Inn Varieties Cultivated...”
m ; 4:00 PM Executive Meeting at Betty Brown’s Home Westland Orchids & Produce
| “Our premium orchids and produce are grown on our
P‘ OS 5:00 PM Depart for Appetizers, Drinks & Dinner sustainable California farm. Through innovation and
< L at Betty Brown’s Home by keeping current with up-to-date farming methods,
F "g we are able to produce while maintaining respect for
W 9 6:30 PM  Dinner & Guest Speaker, Jan M. Delyser, the land and earth around us...”
% V.P. Marketing, California Avocado Commission
< Z. Gallup & Stribling Orchids
U 8:00-8:45 AM Registration & Breakfast Santa Barbara Exotics
We grow, pack and ship avocados, cherimoyas,
8:45-11:30 AM  Statewide Meeting passion fruit and sapotes.

11:30 AM-12:15PM  Lunch & Guest Speaker, Cathy Fisher,
Santa Barbara County Agricultural Commissioner

CALIFORNIA WOMEN
for AGRICULTURE

Adjourn Statewide Meeting

(Continued from$age

Since 1998, the stateb6s water suppl y-feetlperyearalgieyedithes av
Valley faces an estimated shortage of 6.5 million-&ee¢, but groundwater will close a significant portion of the gap at
a cost of nearly $500 million.

And even with our groundwater reserve, this yearods d
410,000 acres of farm land, and cost the Central Valley economy nearly $2ibiikamly double the impact of the

2009 drought. But what happens next yedRat happens if the drought endures and eliminates opportunities to re-
charge our exhausted groundwater reserves?

The fact is curtailment notices and maodified flow requirements are reactions to a problem, not solutions. Once we reac
the point where water rights hiowedberres naarkei ntgo |tdh innog s wiec

There are no small fixes for this problem. A solutio
water storage over the last fifty yedra period which has seen the population double. It also must acknowledge the sig-
nificant role that groundwater plays in our total water supply. But most of all, a solution must provide new resources, ni
just new restrictions, for Californiabés water wusers.

It is this idea, a big solution for a big problem, which has led me to introduce a new concept to the distisstam
(Continued on prge
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(Continued from@)age

Joaquin Valley Groundwater Conservancy. California has established ten conservancies across the state to promot
and protect our most valuable natural resources. From the Coachella Valley Mountains to the Sierra Nevada and
San Joaquin River, conservancies work to improve their designated waterways and watersheds. And yet we have
done little to promote the underground basins which are providing the majority of the water to our crops this year.

The San Joaquin River Groundwater Conservancy will not be another nameless bureaucratic water board in Sacra-
mento, but a locally controlled coalition tasked solely to be a funding mechanism to promote and maintain the Val-

| eyds groundwater resources. The conservancy is abo
sources instead of restrictions. This conservancy is being created to take advantage of funding opportunities from
State and Federal sources.

We need to use the lessons learned from the current drought and turn it into an opportunity to develop a plan to ad-
dress current and future water needs like those who developed the Central Valley Project did years ago.

Letds have a water plan with an emphasis tow&ords th
far too |l ong wedbve talked about one without the oth
face storage, but we also need a groundwater conservancy to make wise investments ensuring wells do not run dry
subsidence is mitigated, and aquifers are recharged.

(Continued on Page
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